
In 2022-2023 we funded 10 core projects in our priority
areas of girls' education,  digital learning, youth
entrepreneurship and savings and loans schemes. We
are truly grateful to all who have supported us in making
these programmes successful and impactful.  In the
following pages we will share with you the highlights of
these programmes and the key successes.
Project implementation has continued at a pace with all
our programmes in rural communities in Tanzania.  
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Cikay  i s  a  g reat  leader  who shares
our  v i s ion  and  pass ion  fo r
economica l l y  sus ta inab le  and
v ib rant  commun i t ies  i n  ru ra l
Tanzan ia .  She  has  a  deep
unders tand ing  of  the  cha l lenges
fac ing  ru ra l  Tanzan ians  and  w i l l  be
focused on  deve lop ing  and d r i v ing
Ly ra  in  Af r ica ’ s  p rogrammes  as  we
beg in  ou r  nex t  chapter .

A  huge we lcome to  you  C ikay .

 S E P T  2 0 2 3  |  P A G E  2

We are  del ighted to  announce the
appointment  of  Cikay  R ichards  as
the  new CEO of  Lyra  in  Afr ica
Tanzania  f rom 1s t  October  2023.
Cikay  i s  one  of  the  r i s i ng  s ta r s  o f
Af r ica  and Europe ’ s  Bus iness
commun i t y  and  b r ings  a  wea l th  o f
exper ience  and exper t i se  to  the  ro le .
P rev ious  to  th i s  ro le ,  C i kay  worked
wi th  one  of  lead ing  b ig  fou r
p rofess iona l  se rv ice  networks  i n
Swi tze r land ,  and  p r io r  to  that  she  was
the  Execut i ve  D i recto r  o f  the
European Bus iness  Group in  Tanzan ia .
C ikay  i s  an  accompl i shed p rofess iona l
w i th  a  d i ve r se  background and a
s t rong  t rack  record  of  success  i n  both
the  pub l ic  and  p r i va te  secto r s .  A
proud Af r ican- I r i sh  woman and a
dynamic  and accompl i shed
profess iona l  w i th  a  s t rong
commi tment  to  both  her  career  and
pub l ic  se rv ice ,  mak ing  a  s ign i f icant
impact  in  va r ious  secto r s  and  reg ions .  

I n t roduc ing  new Ly ra  Tanzan ia  CEO -  C ikay  R ichardsIn t roducing our  new Lyra  Tanzania  CEO -  Cikay  R ichards

Cikay  R ichards  -  CEO Lyra  Tanzania

I ‘m exci ted  to  be  jo in ing  th is  dynamic
and enthus iast ic  team as  we work  to

advance equi table  access  to  Educat ion
in  Tanzania .  Indeed,  “Noth ing  we ever
imagined is  beyond our  powers ,  on ly
beyond our  present  se l f -knowledge.”

Theodore  Roszak



Help  us  hugely  advance the  educat ional  opportuni t ies  of  s tudents  by  donat ing  here .  

Your  donat ion  wi l l  enable  us  to  secure  more  computers  for  s tudents  in  rura l
Tanzania

TECHCONNECTS
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The container of tech leaving The greensafe
warehouse in august and beginning its long journey

to Iringa. 

This blue container holds something invaluable - optimism,
knowledge, equality, and empowerment - the very essence of
our cause. These elements serve as the keys to unlocking the

true potential of Tanzania's youth, driving positive change
through quality education. Our passion for this project knows
no bounds, and we firmly believe that quality education and

tech empowerment lead to sustainable progress and
transformative opportunities.

Rebecca Hadley, Head of Marketing at GreensafeIT

We are  del ighted to  announce that  hav ing
teamed up wi th  our  g lobal  IT  partners ,
Softcat  and Greensafe  we are
transport ing  a  container  fu l l  o f
repurposed tech  and equipment  to  I r inga.
Th i s  tech  w i l l  be  donated to  the  Tanzan ian
Government  and p laced in  ward  government
schoo l  computer  labs ,  Teacher  T ra in ing
Col leges  and newly  es tab l i shed Ly ra  Cent res
of  Exce l lence .  A l ign ing  w i th  the  Tanzan ian
Government ’ s  Educat ion  p r io r i t ies ,  th i s
p ro ject  a l so  meets  a l l  o f  L y ra ’ s  key  goa l s :
env i ronmenta l  sus ta inab i l i t y ,  D ig i ta l
Learn ing ,  Gender  Equa l i t y  and  Qua l i t y
Educat ion .  The  computers  w i l l  be  ins ta l led
wi th  o f f - l i ne  learn ing  resources  to  enab le
s tudents  and  teachers  a l i ke  to  access  h igh
qua l i t y  educat iona l  mater ia l s ,  a l igned w i th
the  schoo l  cu r r icu lum to  t rans fo rm the i r
learn ing  exper ience  and oppor tun i t ies .  We
wi l l  keep you  updated on  the  p rogress  o f  th i s
conta iner  and  a l l  the  oppor tun i t ies  i t  i s
b r ing ing .

https://lyrainafrica.org/donate-button


Cl ick  and  l i s ten
to  An i tha
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TRANSFORMING FUTURES THROUGH
THE LYRA SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM:
EXAMINATION CELEBRATIONS

We are delighted to announce that 28 (out of
33) sponsored girls in Form 4 did exceptionally
well in their exams and have qualified to go on
to Advanced Level Education. At Mazombe
school all 11 sponsored girls will graduate with
flying colours! For three of these girls their dream
of continuing their education could only be met
with extra financial support and so Lyra has
sponsored them to enable them to continue their
educational journey. These great results really
highlight the impact that having a safe place to
stay and study can have on a girl's education.
Congratulations to them all.

Anitha Mwenzengule, is a resilient 19 year-old from Kimara village located in Idete ward in
Iringa region. Since the age of one she was raised by her 69 year old grandmother who is a
subsistence farmer after her mother passed away. She never knew her father as he passed
away too when she was still young. Her grandmother has always tried her best to ensure Anitha
went to school despite her very low income. It was always a struggle to get the things she
needed for school so Anitha had to work at weekends in order to earn money to buy them. Her
grandmother is raising four children on her meagre income.
Anitha was sponsored by Lyra to enter a Lyra Hostel where she did exceptionally well in her
O’Levels. Due to her economic situation at home, her grandmother asked her to go to work as a
house girl in Singida region so as to support her in providing for the family back home as she is
now old and cannot work as much to earn. Anitha dreamed of continuing her studies but her
grandmother simply could not afford for her to go to college. With Lyra’s continued sponsorship
Anitha was able to enroll at nursing College this September. 

ANITHA MWENZENGULE



“ I  was  so  happy  to  get  sponsorsh ip  to  res ide  in  a  Ly ra  hos te l  i n  2019  when  I
was  in  fo rm one .  S ince  jo in ing  the  Ly ra  hos te l ,  my  s tudy  l i fe  underwent  a
t remendous  t rans fo rmat ion .  I  was  f i l l ed  w i th  an  indescr ibab le  happ iness ,  as  I
got  to  spend most  o f  my  t ime in  schoo l ,  ra ther  than  to i l i ng  on  the  fa rm o r
work ing  as  a  laboure r  a t  the  weekends .  Engag ing  in  even ing  s tud ies  and
v ib rant  d i scuss ions  w i th  my  peers  become a  cher i shed par t  o f  my  s tudy
rout ine .  I  u t i l i zed  we l l  the  sponsorsh ip  I  got  f rom Ly ra  l  and  made su re  I
exce l led  in  my  s tud ies .  I  am rea l l y  thankfu l  fo r  the  go lden  oppor tun i t y  and  the
suppor t  wh ich  paved my  way  to  pass  sc ience  sub jects  and  got  se lected  to  jo in
both  A  leve l ’ s  and  nu r s ing  co l lege .  I  am rea l l y  en thus ias t ic  about  my  nu r s ing
course  and de l ighted  that  Ly ra  w i l l  cont inue  to  sponsor  me in  the  nex t  phase
of  my  educat ion .  The  Ly ra  Sponsorsh ip  p rogram d id  not  on l y  p rov ide  me w i th  a
safe  haven  at  the  hos te l  but  a l so  paved the  way  fo r  academic  success  and
persona l  g rowth .   I  have  b lossomed in to  a  conf ident  and  ambi t ious  young
woman.  My  academic  per fo rmance has  soared ,  re f lect ing  the  immeasurab le
impact  o f  L y ra  suppor t  i n  educat ion .  I t  became a  beacon  of  hope ,  wh ich
enab led  me to  b reak  f ree  f rom the  v ic ious  cyc le  o f  pover t y  and  c reated
bound less  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  a  b r ighte r  fu tu re . ”
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IN ANITHA’S OWN WORDS
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Anitha  Mwenzengule
Sponsored Lyra  Hoste l  Student

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ot2Cp7ZEYGM&ab_channel=LyrainAfrica
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TECH
FOR
GOOD 
Lyra In Africa is proud to announce our incredible
partnership with TechForGoodUK
TechForGood is a membership based non-profit
organisation that runs global Social Corporate
Responsibility challenges aligned with the UN SDG’s.  
The concept is simple and effective: TechForGood sell
Tech goods, and donate profits to social causes. This
means that every time a customer buys from TechForGood,
they are not only getting the best technology products but
also contributing to social causes that have a positive
impact on our world.

As a Technology Social Enterprise, they have taken a
remarkable step towards making a difference and pledge
to donate 50% of their profits to charities like Lyra that
work towards the UNs 17 Sustainable Development Goals.
Lyra has been handpicked as an impact partner for SDG4
– Quality Education.
We are looking forward to seeing this partnership grow
with your help. So if you need a new laptop or other tech
products, head over to the website and know that buying
your goods there is contributing towards our programmes
in rural Tanzania. 
www.techforgooduk.org

Vis i t  TechforGood 
for  a l l  your  tech  needs

www.techforgooduk.org

Buy  tech  and support  Lyra

http://www.techforgooduk.org/
http://www.techforgooduk.org/


NEW HOSTEL  AT  MSEKE
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We are  near ing  the  complet ion  s tages  of
our  14th  Hoste l  

The  next  Lyra  Hoste l  at  Mseke is  near ly
f in ished.  

Construct ion  began in  November  2022  and
generous ly  funded by  Sof tcat  and
partners ,  th is  hoste l  has  the  capaci ty  to
house 104  g i r ls .  L ike  other  Lyra  Hoste ls
th is  has  been bui l t  in  very  c lose
col laborat ion  wi th  the  I r inga Dist r ic t
Counci l ,  Masaka Communi ty  and the
Mseke School  Communi ty .  Sof tcat ’ s
donat ion  funded 82% of  the  bu i ld ing  cos t s
w i th  Masaka  ward  cont r ibut ing  7% and I r i nga
Dis t r ic t  cont r ibut ing  1 1%  of  the  to ta l
cons t ruct ion  cos t s .  Thank  you  Sof tcat !
Cont inu ing  the  Ly ra  e thos  o f  bu i ld ing
sus ta inab le ,  low carbon  des ign  bu i ld ings ,
Mseke  Hos te l  uses  compressed  and cu red
In te r lock ing  So i l  s tab i l i sed  B r icks  ( ISSBs )
ins tead of  t rad i t iona l l y  wood f i red  b r icks .  

Members  o f  the  loca l  commun i t y
vo lun teered  the i r  t ime and were  t ra ined  in
the  p roduct ion  of  ISSBs  and  ass i s ted  in
mak ing  the  b r icks  fo r  the  hos te l .
The  majo r i t y  o f  the  commun i t y  vo lun teers
were  women who rea l l y  unders tood and
embraced how impact fu l  the  new hos te l  i s
to  g i ve  the  g i r l s  a  safe  space to  complete
the i r  s tud ies .  By  donat ing  the i r  t ime to  a id
in  the  bu i ld ing  p rocess ,  the  loca l
commun i t y  not  on l y  ensu re  that  cos t s  a re
kept  low,  but  a l so  learn  a  sk i l l  that  they
can  use .  The  loca l  commun i t y  a l so
cont r ibuted  w i th  sand ,  s tones  and
prompts/wooden po les .  Commun i t y
engagement  i s  v i ta l  i n  ensu r ing  that
ownersh ip  and  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the
bu i ld ing  and i t s  cont inued operat ion  can
be success fu l l y  handed over  to  the
commun i t y  and  loca l  author i t ies .  The
hos te l  w i l l  be  handed over  i n  October ,  so
keep an  eye  on  the  Ly ra  soc ia l  med ia  fo r
the  handover  ce remony !  

Women f rom Sadani  V i l lage in  Masaka Ward work ing  to  support  the  cast ing  of  the
overs i te  concrete  bed in  the  foundat ion  s tage of  the  Hoste l



 PERIOD POVERTY
CAMPAIGN FOR HOSTEL

GIRLS
Girls in rural Tanzania face a toxic trio of
barriers around their menstruation:
significant cultural taboos & stigma;
insufficient relevant menstruation education
and lack of access to safe & reusable
sanitary pads. This results in girls turning to very
unhygienic ways of managing their periods. We
see that over 80% of rural girls experience period
poverty, some missing approximately a week of
school each month, significantly impacting their
overall academic performance.

Can you help ensure rural girls in Tanzania don’t
miss out on their education by donating to our

period poverty campaign? 

Every donation goes to the most vulnerable girls
we support in the Lyra hostels, giving them
access to locally made, reusable sanitary pads
so they can safely and hygienically manage their
periods as well as receiving Menstrual Health
Management awareness sessions.  

To  donate  p lease  c l ick  on  the
donate  box  above
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https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/ending-period-poverty-for-rural-girls-in-tanzania/
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Imar ika  K i jana -  Youth  Entrepreneurship  Program

We have bui l t  on  the  success  of  the
Phase 1  IK  program by  in t roducing our
Phase 2  Bus iness  Boost  Program .  Th i s
second phase  p rov ides  fu r the r  bus iness
sk i l l s  to  the  most  p romis ing  young
ent repreneurs  w i th  the  goa l  o f  c reat ing
sus ta inab le  and commerc ia l l y  v iab le
ente rp r i ses  to  ensu re  employment  in  ru ra l
v i l lages .

By  p rov id ing  Boos t  Bus iness  t ra in ing  to  401
youth  and pa i r i ng  each  ent repreneur  w i th
a  mentor ,  ou r  a im i s  that  the i r  bus iness
sk i l l s  &  unders tand ing  of  bus iness
management  a long  w i th  the i r  i ncome wi l l
i nc rease .

Dur ing  the  spec ia l i sed  bus iness  boos t
t ra in ing  p rogram,  par t ic ipants  engaged in
a  se r ies  o f  workshops  and act i v i t ies  a imed
at  enhanc ing  the i r  en t repreneur ia l  s k i l l s
and  knowledge ,  i nc lud ing  d ig i ta l  s k i l l s  and
creat ing  bus iness  p lans .  
The  t ra in ing  was  ta i lo red  to  meet  the
d ive r se  needs  of  the  youth ,  cover ing  a reas
such  as  commerc ia l  agr icu l tu re ,  l i ves tock
management  ( i nc lud ing  loca l  pou l t r y  and
p iggery ) ,  as  we l l  as  non-agr icu l tu ra l
ventu res  l i ke  food k iosks  and  ta i lo r ing .
Bes t  p ract ices  fo r  each  t ype  of  ente rp r i se
were  shared ,  p rov id ing  par t ic ipants  w i th
inva luab le  knowledge fo r  the i r  spec i f ic
ventu res .
A  p i vo ta l  aspect  o f  ou r  Phase  2  p rogram
was  the  carefu l  pa i r i ng  of  9  mentors  w i th
365  g roups  and ind i v idua l  par t ic ipants ,
a l ign ing  them wi th  the i r  respect i ve
indus t r ies .  Th i s  persona l i zed  approach
ensu res  that  mentees  rece i ve  ta i lo red
gu idance and adv ice ,  d r i v ing  the i r
bus iness  success .   
I n  add i t ion  to  the  comprehens i ve  t ra in ing ,
par t ic ipants  had the  oppor tun i t y  to
embark  on  exposure  v i s i t s ,  p rov id ing
f i r s thand ins ights  i n to  the  operat ions  o f
success fu l  loca l  ent repreneurs .

These  v i s i t s  covered  key  ins t i tu t ions
inc lud ing  the  Tanzan ia  Agr icu l tu ra l
Research  Ins t i tu te  ( TAR I -Uyo le ) ,  TEJO
Company  & Stan ley  Bee  Farm,  Smal l
I ndus t r ies  Deve lopment  Organ izat ion
(S IDO) ,  Kuku  po in t  a t  K i tw i ru ,  and
K i kombo Farm P lo t  i n  Maf inga.
In  add i t ion  to  the  core  act i v i t ies  o f  ou r
Phase  2  Bus iness  Boos t  P rogram,  we
extended our  suppor t  to  43  superv i sed
Vi l lage  Sav ings  and Loan  Assoc ia t ions
(VSLAs )  connect ing  them wi th  indus t r y
par tners  spec ia l i z ing  in  beekeep ing  and
agr icu l tu re .

Weavers  f rom Mlowa v i l lage  in  I r i nga
learn ing  about  VSLA methodo logy  fo r

the i r  bus inesses .



NANE NANE 
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Some of  our  ext raordinary  youth  entrepreneurs  f rom Lyra 's  Youth
Entrepreneurship  Programme -  Imar ika  K i jana ( IK ) ,  successfu l ly
part ic ipated in  the  Nane Nane Agr icu l tura l  Exh ib i t ion  in  Mbeya
Tanzania ,  an  annual  event  organized by  the  Tanzanian  government  to
celebrate  and showcase the  s igni f icant  contr ibut ions  of  farmers  to  the
economy .  A t tended by  thousands  of  v i s i to r s ,  i nc lud ing  fa rmers ,
ent repreneurs ,  po l icymakers ,  and  the  genera l  pub l ic ,  the  exh ib i t ion  se rves
as  a  v i ta l  p la t fo rm fo r  p resent ing  new agr icu l tu ra l  techno log ies ,  so lu t ions
and p roduce .  I K ' s  par t ic ipat ion  a l lowed us  to  engage w i th  th i s  d i ve r se
aud ience ,  h igh l ight ing  the  ach ievements  o f  ou r  youth  ent repreneurs  and
fos te r ing  va luab le  connect ions  and  par tnersh ips  w i th in  the  agr icu l tu ra l
secto r .

The  Ly ra  ent repreneurs  had the  oppor tun i t y  to  showcase  the  ach ievements
and p rogress  they  have  made th rough  par t ic ipat ing  in  ou r  t ra in ing
programme.  These  fou r  i nnovat i ve  bus inesses  showcased the i r  so i l  tes t ing
k i t s  and  be l l  pepper  p roduct ion  and they  so ld  a l l  o f  the i r  p roducts  o f
woven  baskets ,  avocado tea  powder  and  honey .  Th i s  event  fac i l i ta ted
va luab le  network ing ,  c reat ing  market  oppor tun i t ies  and  par tnersh ips  fo r
both  ent repreneurs  and  Ly ra  w i th in  the  agr icu l tu re  secto r .  I K ' s  p resence
garnered  nat iona l  v i s ib i l i t y ,  p romot ing  youth  ent repreneursh ip  fo r  economic
empowerment .

Lyra
Entrepreneurs

proudly  se l l ing
thei r  produce

at  the  Nane
Nane

Agr icu l tura l
Exh ib i t ion



Lu lanz i  Secondary  School  New
Solar  Computer  Lab

Univers i ty  of  Hels ink i  Impact
Study  Report  
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Harness ing  the  sun
New solar  power  was insta l led  at
Lu lanz i  secondary  school  by  the
Greenl ink  team.  The  so lar  system
insta l led  consists  of  9  so lar  panels
generat ing  a  tota l  of  4 ,905  Kw of
e lectr ic i ty .  The  ins ta l la t ion  w i l l  p rov ide
e lect r ic i t y  to  8  c lass rooms ,  the  Ly ra
computer  lab  and the  teachers  o f f ices .
By  supp ly ing  c lean  energy  to  these
fac i l i t ies ,  the  schoo l  can  ensu re
un in te r rupted  power  supp ly  to  t rans fo rm
the  learn ing  env i ronment  and  fos te r
tech  sk i l l s  th rough  computer  lab
operat ions .  

We were  ve ry  fo r tunate  that  Dr  Rose
Ingut ia ,  a  pos tdoctora l  researcher  and
v i s i t i ng  scho la r  a t  The  Un i ve r s i t y  o f
He l s ink i ,  dec ided to  under take  a
research  p ro ject  i n to  the  Impact  o f  the
Ly ra  P rogram on  Women ,  G i r l s  and
Youth  in  Tanzan ia .  She  spent  t ime
v i s i t i ng  the  Ly ra  p rograms  and ta l k ing
to  many  benef ic ia r ies  o f  the  p rograms ,
under tak ing  ex tens i ve  research .  Some
key  po in t s  f rom the  s tudy  were :  

We want  to  thank  Rose  Ingut ia  and  John
Sumel ius ,  co-author ,  fo r  the i r  t ime and

inc i s i ve  f i nd ings .

“Hos te l  g i r l s  per fo rm bet te r  i n  these
sub jects  [maths  and  sc ience]  as

compared to  day-scho la r  g i r l s .  Hos te l
g i r l s  a re  most  l i ke l y  to  pu rsue  sc ience

careers  a t  un i ve r s i t y  leve l  the reby
c los ing  gender  gap in  economic

oppor tun i t ies . ”

Ly ra ’ s  DL  p rogram i s  h igh l y
re levant  g i ven  i t  i s  nove l  i n
the  ru ra l  commun i t ies ;  i t  i s

g roundbreak ing  in  i n t roduc ing
d ig i ta l  knowledge to  the

s tudents .

Ly ra ’ s  p rograms  benef i t s  ex tent
beyond the  benef ic ia r ies  to  the i r

commun i t ies ,  to  Tanzan ia ,  to  Af r ica ,
and  g loba l l y  fo r  the re  i s  a  common

consensus  o f  the  c r i t i ca l  ro le  o f
educat ion  and gender  equa l i t y  i n

our  g loba l  commun i t y  as  h igh l igh ted
in  the  SDGs among others .

Her  inc red ib l y  i n te res t ing  and inc i s i ve  repor t  can  be
found here :

h t tps ://researchpor ta l .he l s ink i . f i/en/pub l icat ions/w
hat- i s - the- impact-of- the- l y ra-program-on-women-

g i r l s -and-youth- i

https://researchportal.helsinki.fi/en/publications/what-is-the-impact-of-the-lyra-program-on-women-girls-and-youth-i


COMMUNITY SUPPORT

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

MAKE A B IG D IFFERENCE WITH A
SMALL  MONTHLY DONATION.  

Ly ra  re l ies  on  donat ions  f rom suppor te r s .   Hav ing  a  regu la r  i ncome
enab les  us  to  p lan  ou r  long  te rm pro jects ,  mak ing  them sus ta inab le

and more  ef fect i ve .

A  £5 month l y  donat ion  to  Ly ra  in  Af r ica  buys  a  g i r l  a  reusab le
san i ta ry  pad fo r  18  months  o f  use .

                                      
                                      

Sign  up  fo r  a  month l y
donat ion  by  c l ick ing

the  donate  but ton

 SEPT 2023 |  PAGE 12

Back  in  the  UK ,  we rea l l y  en joyed the  oppor tun i t y  to  speak  at  S t
Mary  the  Bo l tons  in  London  ear l ie r  i n  the  year .  The  Commun i t y  he re  i s
a  g reat  suppor te r  o f  L y ra ’ s  work .  I f  you  wou ld  l i ke  the  oppor tun i t y  to
learn  more  about  Ly ra ’ s  p rogrammes  come a long  to  the  Autumn Fa i r
on  Sat  23  Sept  12 .00  -  4 .00pm at  S t  Mary  The  Bo l tons ,  SW10  9TB

FFor  more  updates
fo l low us:  

https://www.instagram.com/lyrainafrica/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/Lyra_Tanzania
https://www.facebook.com/LyrainAfrica
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lyra-in-africa/?viewAsMember=true
https://ldp-app.lyrainafrica.net/en/uk/donate

